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English translations of technical comments in the notification of rejection 
issued on Japanese Patent Application No. Hll-269582 from the Japanese 
Patent Office. 

Comments: 

Claims 9 and 10 does not describe how the computer specifically uses the 
hardware resources in each step; hence, they cannot be admitted as the 
invention regarding the technical thought using the natural law. 
Therefore, the matters described in claims 9 and 10 do not match the 
definition of the invention as described in the first paragraph of article 
29-1 in the Japanese Patent Law; hence, no examination is performed on 
patent requirements such as the novelty and inventiveness with respect 
to the matters described in the aforementioned claims. 

Comments: 

(1) Claims 5 to 8 fail to teach what is done in each step in the performance 
data editing method; hence, it is unclear how to attach execution icons, a 
and how to selectively perform the display and non-display, for example. 

(2) Programs are each defined by instruction strings suited to the processing 
in a computer, which is controlled to perform specific procedures, 
whereas it is unclear how the program is effected and how each step is 
performed in claims 9 and 10. 

Comments: 

As to claims 1 and 5 (cited references 1 to 3) 

The cited reference 1 discloses the apparatus in which musical symbols 
(corresponding to execution icons representing execution-related data) 
are attached so as to allow editing of performance data. 
It is well known that the layer is constituted in response to the type of the 
event icon being attached (see cited reference 2, for example); and it is 
well known from the teaching of the cited reference 3 that the 
display/non-display modes are changed over with respect to the specific 
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row and column. 

As described above, it can be admitted that the skilled person in the art 
can easily make the invention defined in claim 1. 

Claims 2 and 6 (cited references 1 to 3) 

It is the known technology that the display size is adequately changed; 
hence, it can be realized that the contracted display can be actualized 
with respect to the designated layer. 

Claims 3 and 7 (cited references 1 to 4) 

It is the known technology that the display position is changed (see the 
description regarding "change of column order") from the teaching of the 
cited reference 4 and the like. 

List of cited references: 

1. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. H04-371989. 

2. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. H07-302080. 

3. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. H10- 187849. 

4. CAKEWALK Pro Audio & Professional Version 6.0, reference manual, 
Japan, Roland Corporation, pp. 34-35, November 14, 1997. 
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